The Academy for Certification of Vision Rehabilitation and Education Professionals (ACVREP) has established new eligibility criteria for all three of its disciplines, effective July 1, 2003. The following information outlines the new eligibility criteria for each discipline and what applicants need to submit in order to be determined eligible to sit for the exam.

Orientation and Mobility

Category 1: Eligibility to sit for the certifying examination: Proof of a Bachelor's or Master's degree, with an emphasis in Orientation and Mobility (OM), from an AER approved university or college OM program at the time the degree or program of study was granted or completed.

Supporting documentation required: Official transcripts documenting the degree.

In conjunction with the university program, successful completion of 350 hours of "discipline specific, supervised practice that includes, but is not limited to, direct service hours, and related phone calls, meetings, observations, report writing, etc." The practice must be supervised by an onsite COMS.

Supporting documentation required: Submit an "ACVREP Clinical Competency Evaluation Form for Certified Orientation Mobility Specialists (COMS)" completed by the on-site COMS supervisor. Please note: For applicants completing more than one internship, to meet the minimum hour or competency requirements, please submit all "ACVREP Clinical Competency Evaluation Forms for Certified Orientation Mobility Specialists (COMS)" as completed by the on-site COMS supervisors.

Sign a written statement agreeing to uphold high ethical and professional standards.

Eligibility for OM certification:

Pass the OM written exam demonstrating knowledge of OM principles and applications.

Category 2: Eligibility to sit for the certifying examination: Proof of a Bachelor's or Master's degree, with an emphasis in OM, from a university or college program of study in OM that meets the core curriculum content in OM. The core curriculum content is defined as the twelve course content areas/domains listed in the ACVREP Orientation and Mobility Specialist Certification Handbook (Section 3 - OM Body of Knowledge - 12 Academic Domains). These core areas include:

· Medical Aspects of Blindness and Visual Impairment.
· Sensory Motor Functioning.
· Psychosocial Aspects of Blindness and Visual Impairments.
· Human Growth and Development Over the Lifespan.
· Concept Development.
· Multiple Disabilities.
· Systems of Orientation and Mobility.
· Orientation and Mobility Skills and Techniques.
· Instructional Methods, Strategies, and Assessment.
· History and Philosophy of Orientation and Mobility.
· Professional Information.
· Development, Administration, and Supervision of Orientation and Mobility Programs.

Supporting documentation required: Official transcripts documenting the degree; completion of the "OM Core Domain Area Chart", demonstrating where each core domain has been met in the applicant's coursework (include course numbers and titles); and course catalog descriptions or course syllabi.

Please note: The applicant may meet a maximum of two of the twelve academic domains through alternative learning activities (e.g., continuing education courses).

Supporting documentation required: "ACVREP Alternative Learning Approval Form." The applicant needs to complete this form and submit it with his/her eligibility application.

In conjunction with the university program, successful completion of 350 hours of "discipline specific, supervised practice that includes, but is not limited to, direct service hours, and related phone calls, meetings, observations, report writing, etc." The practice must be supervised by an onsite COMS.

Supporting documentation required: Submit an "ACVREP Clinical Competency Evaluation Form for Certified Orientation Mobility Specialists (COMS)" completed by the on-site COMS supervisor. Please note: For applicants completing more than one internship, to meet the minimum hour or competency requirements, please submit all "ACVREP Clinical Competency Evaluation Forms for Certified Orientation Mobility Specialists (COMS)" as completed by the on-site COMS supervisors.

Sign a written statement agreeing to uphold high ethical and professional standards. Eligibility for OM certification: Pass the OM written exam demonstrating knowledge of OM principles and applications.

Category 3: Eligibility to sit for the certifying examination:

Proof of completion of an orientation and mobility certification preparation program from a university or college that meets the core curriculum content in OM, and a minimum of a Bachelor's degree in any field of study. The core curriculum content is defined as the twelve course content areas/domains listed in the ACVREP Orientation and Mobility Specialist Certification Handbook (Section 3 - OM Body of Knowledge - 12 Academic Domains). These core areas include:

· Medical Aspects of Blindness and Visual Impairment.
· Sensory Motor Functioning.
· Psychosocial Aspects of Blindness and Visual Impairments.
· Human Growth and Development Over the Lifespan.
· Concept Development.
· Multiple Disabilities.
· Systems of Orientation and Mobility.
· Orientation and Mobility Skills and Techniques.
· Instructional Methods, Strategies, and Assessment.
· History and Philosophy of Orientation and Mobility.
· Professional Information.
· Development, Administration, and Supervision of Orientation and Mobility Programs.

Supporting documentation required: Official transcripts documenting at least a Bachelor's degree and showing completion of the OM certification preparation program; completion of the "OM Core Domain Area Chart," demonstrating where each core domain has been met in their coursework (include course numbers and titles); and course catalog descriptions or course syllabi.

Please note: The applicant may meet a maximum of two of the twelve academic domains through alternative learning activities (e.g., continuing education courses).

Supporting documentation required: "ACVREP Alternative Learning Approval Form." The applicant needs to complete this form and submit it with his/her eligibility application.

In conjunction with the university program, successful completion of 350 hours of "discipline specific, supervised practice that includes, but is not limited to, direct service hours, and related phone calls, meetings, observations, report writing, etc." The practice must be supervised by an onsite COMS.

Supporting documentation required: Submit an "ACVREP Clinical Competency Evaluation Form for Certified Orientation Mobility Specialists (COMS)" completed by the on-site COMS supervisor. Please note: For applicants completing more than one internship, to meet the minimum hour or competency requirements, please submit all "ACVREP Clinical Competency Evaluation Forms for Certified Orientation Mobility Specialists (COMS)" as completed by the on-site COMS supervisors.

Sign a written statement agreeing to uphold high ethical and professional standards.

Eligibility for OM certification:

Pass the OM written exam demonstrating knowledge of OM principles and applications.
Should you have any questions on certification, please contact Sharon Mikrut at 520-887-6816 or visit www.acvrep.org.

