The Academy for Certification of Vision Rehabilitation and Education Professionals (ACVREP) has established new eligibility criteria for all three of its disciplines, effective July 1, 2003. The following information outlines the new eligibility criteria for each discipline and what applicants need to submit in order to be determined eligible to sit for the exam.

Rehabilitation Teaching

Category 1: Eligibility to sit for the certifying exam: Proof of a Bachelor's or Master's degree, with a specialization in the area of Rehabilitation Teaching (RT), from an AER approved RT program at the time the degree was granted. If you are unsure of the status of your school's program when your degree was granted, contact your university program coordinator.

Supporting documentation required: Official transcripts documenting the degree.

Successful completion of at least 350 hours of "discipline specific, supervised practice that includes, but is not limited to, direct service hours, and related phone calls, meetings, observations, report writing, etc." The practice must be supervised by a Rehabilitation Teacher Certified (RTC). The practice can be supervised by an onsite or offsite RTC. The internship must include the provision of a variety of direct services to adults with vision impairments or blindness.

Supporting documentation required: Submit a "Clinical Performance Evaluation" form completed by your RTC practice supervisor. If the RTC practice supervisor is offsite, a "Provisional Contract Application" must also be completed, signed by the practice supervisor and applicant, and approved by the ACVREP office prior to the practice-taking place. Following the practice, the "Provisional Contract Terms of Completion" form must be completed by the practice supervisor, signed by the practice supervisor and applicant, and submitted to the ACVREP office.

Sign a written statement agreeing to uphold high ethical and professional standards.

Eligibility for RT certification: Pass the RT written exam demonstrating knowledge of RT principles and applications.

Category 2: Eligibility to sit for the certifying exam: Proof of a Bachelor's or Master's degree with a specialization in the area of RT. This degree should be granted from a university or college with a program of study in RT that meets the core curriculum of RT. The core curriculum must meet all 14 of the following coursework areas:

1. Principles of adult education and learning.
2. Counseling/professional interpersonal relations.

3. Assessment.

4. Human development (including child development, gerontology or aging).
5. Medical and psychological aspects of disability.
6. Medical aspects of blindness and low vision.
7. Introduction to the rehabilitation process.
8. Cultural diversity.
9. Research.
10. Adapted communication systems.
11. Adapted techniques of daily living skills.
12. Case management.
13. Computer literacy/assistive technology
14. Program of study in contracted braille reading, writing, and instruction.

Supporting documentation required: Official transcripts documenting the degree. Also, to demonstrate knowledge of the 14 coursework areas, the applicant must provide written documentation that s/he has received education in these areas. Examples of documentation include course descriptions or course syllabi, certificates of completion, continuing education (CE) hour information, continuing education unit (CEU) information, etc.

Successful completion of at least 350 hours of "discipline specific, supervised practice that includes, but is not limited to, direct service hours, and related phone calls, meetings, observations, report writing, etc." The practice must be supervised by a Rehabilitation Teacher Certified (RTC). The practice can be supervised by an onsite or offsite RTC. The internship must include the provision of a variety of direct services to adults with vision impairments or blindness.

Supporting documentation required: Submit a "Clinical Performance Evaluation" form completed by the RTC practice supervisor. If the RTC practice supervisor is offsite, a "Provisional Contract Application" must also be completed, signed by the practice supervisor and applicant, and approved by the ACVREP office prior to the practice taking place. Following the practice, the "Provisional Contract Terms of Completion" form must be completed by the practice supervisor, signed by the practice supervisor and applicant, and submitted to the ACVREP office.

Sign a written statement agreeing to uphold high ethical and professional standards.

Eligibility for RT certification:

Pass the RT written exam demonstrating knowledge of RT principles and applications.

Category 3: Eligibility to sit for the certifying exam:

Proof of a Bachelor's or Master's degree in any field and documentation of education in the following core curriculum components:

1. Principles of adult education and learning.
2. Counseling/professionaI interpersonal relations.
3. Assessment.
4. Human development (including child development, gerontology or aging).
5. Medical and psychological aspects of disability.
6. Medical aspects of blindness and low vision.
7. Introduction to the rehabilitation process.
8. Cultural diversity.
9. Research.
10. Adapted communication systems.
11. Adapted techniques of daily living skills.
12. Case management.
13. Computer literacy/assistive technology.
14. Successful completion of a Braille proficiency test or recognized program of study in contracted Braille.

Supporting documentation required: Official transcripts documenting the degree. Also, to demonstrate knowledge of the 14 coursework areas, the applicant must provide written documentation that s/he has received education in these areas. Examples of documentation include course descriptions or course syllabi, certificates of completion, continuing education (CE) hour information, continuing education unit (CEU) information, etc.

Successful completion of at least 350 hours of "discipline specific, supervised practice that includes, but is not limited to, direct service hours, and related phone calls, meetings, observations, report writing, etc." The practice must be supervised by a Rehabilitation Teacher Certified (RTC). The practice can be supervised by an onsite or offsite RTC. The internship must include the provision of a variety of direct services to adults with vision impairments or blindness.

Supporting documentation required: Submit a "Clinical Performance Evaluation" form completed by the RTC practice supervisor. If the RTC practice supervisor is offsite, a "Provisional Contract Application" must also be completed, signed by the practice supervisor and applicant, and approved by the ACVREP office prior to the practice taking place. Following the practice, the "Provisional Contract Terms of Completion" form must be completed by the practice supervisor, signed by the practice supervisor and applicant, and submitted to the ACVREP office.

Sign a written statement agreeing to uphold high ethical and professional standards.

Eligibility for RT certification:

Pass the RT written exam demonstrating knowledge of RT principles and applications.

Should you have any questions on certification, please contact Sharon Mikrut at 520-887-6816 or visit www.acvrep.org.

